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Almast o dacada laler, shi spot-
ted an-intriguing ad in the newspaper
teeckoning those wishing permission o
enter the United Slakes (o enter an anmual
imternaticnzl lellary. A& precious 2,000
fromm around | Lhe world would e chosen
lo begin the process of @inigration

U thought il was funny. What were
miy chances?™ slva laughs. But a tew
morlks 16les, sl was notitied that she
had been chosan, 9t just happenesd.”
she imarvels. 1 1hought, | got the chance.
There has ko be & reason.”

Coincidenially, & yoing woman from
Romania who lived in Walnut Creek hap-
paed 10 b visiting her homelard. The
woman moognized Smoljan’s name an
th lisd of pobential emigrés and needed &
roogmmate. =it was so casy Smoljan
mallects The fountaln st Broadaay Plaza
was ang of the tirst East Bay land-
marks that she wisited.

Fiva days atter Smoljan arrived herg
im 19%A, shio was coaching gymnastics
Lo youred girls. Shio is thrilled with the
spportunity Ie be a role model in
the liwes ol her stugent athletes.
“Cormmilinant is & vidue 1 can teach the
kids: 1 explain that not all of them ars
moing o be champions, but they can
make and mesl hair goaks, Alsd, thay
learn the dizcipline of being on lims and
being respon=ible for themaelves.®

And Smeoljan continpes to set goals
for harsell, Next on her checklist s LS,
citizenship, ®1 want ta stay in SWalnut
Cieak,” she anthuses (though shie
hapés to visit Romania Lhig sUinmer 1o
meet her newborn niece, Elinor). "1 1ove
it here” Fver Bac ey




© ] SEE YOU waobbling thers,” amounces
Edlia Smolgan, & Tem looe atfioed o bor
Romasian accenl. *Slay shiaighl. our
etiem ke i way 100 bow. Dontl give up
Fiight far it

15 @ larne gym 3l the Conenrl Youth
Centor, Several dozen young girfs lsag,
spin, dnd somcreanil, their ponyliails
Hying. These are eome of tha &0 siu-
donks in Coach Ellie's classes. Eigliaen
of the glids are godd enough 10 come-
Pt N national tourmamenis. Lacl year,
four of Bér Ssludents qualibed for the
Jundar Siympic Compaetition.

smallan, 30, has had competition
in her bloadstream dince childhood.
Growlng up ia communist Romania,
cho was selectod by coachor A8 &
potantinl aymnast al age six. &ffer
halt a decade ot Inténsive tralning
she mMade Romania s Olympic 19am in
1285, OF the state-Eponscrad 18am,

the athletes did maré training than

studying. Feelmg adusalion was mone
imporlant, her tather inzistod dhe
drop out of gymnaglics.

“He walkeed In hé gym one day and
ha gratbed my hand snd =aid, "We are
Oaing.' " Smoljan eealls YHe loak me
home, and thal wae i 1T wes diffcal,
becausd | was s usad 1o my rowbing”

Dovaslaled, Smaljan becama &
closet Comaneci, paricipating an her
tigh schaol's toam withaut hor Tamily's
krowisdae. <1 hid it frdm my 1alber, but
1 stal dig i she says, U just nesded to
e araund tha gyminbsium.™
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