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Former Oakland A's owner 1s floating

a $25 million pro

to tum . Ctmmrd sporu: r:f,ntﬂr 1ntu one Gf the blggﬂst of its kind

OOIG DU BES

INGRID ALMARAZ, 18, of Concord, and Milad Saadat, 14, of Antioch praciice a boxing drill Fmdnw:ﬂ_.- huring & class ab the Communiny
Youth Centar in Ennmn:l Forrmer Oakdand A's owner Ken Hofmann is proposing a $25 million expansion to malke tha site a sports village.

Youth facility plans to expand into big leagues

By Denis Cuff
TR STARF RAE i
COMCORD — A wourth cenber
iz rodling out & $25 milllon ex-
pansicm plan to become o sparta
village for tepching gymnasiics,
wirestling, bocding), judo and other
Olympic sports o thousands of
bays and girls,
The Commmniry Youlh Cen.

ter, crested by former Calidand
Az owmeer Hen Holmann, would
become one of the youth
sports fecilities in the nation for
bedividical sports.

Soma 2000 ke 3 ME yowng-
sters could take part In recre-
ationel amd competilive gponta
programa 2t the expanded cen-
tar, haches sy,

About GO0 boy and girds pri-

mearily froes Contra Costa Coundy

now participate, paying $20 a
monih or less if they qualify.
The added 64,000 square feet
of space in the new buidings, in-
ciuding a 2,000-m0t gymnasiam,
winild make the conter a desii
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Thas Yearth Ganter &
2241 Gabsooy Contirt affuns sports
programi for boye end girs ages
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nation for regional and interma-
tionel tournaments and exhibi-
tioms, ApWErators Say.

‘The ponprofit cender has more
than 20,000 square fest of space
in an industrial parlk south of
Concord Avenue and west of
Highway 242

;l'h& - will IMW:
L1 more :‘l’ﬁi‘j‘thh!ﬁ“
for youth sparts,” said Dennis
Constanzn, the youth center ex-
ecutive diFscior

“We could host major sport-
ing fournaments, £VEN an
Olyropic trial for a sport like box-
ing,” Constanza said, "but the
most inr:mnt thing shout this

krﬂ?gh.w
aof their gkil level or lncome.”

Steap costs for coaches and
wirkout roons have sharphy lin-
iled American youth paricipa-
tion in individual sporis over-
shadivwed by soceer, basoball and
basketball

Cufs in school and city recre-
ational programs slso have Hm-
ited youlh sports programs.

To help fill the gap, (he youth
centler interconnectad
budldings with spaces dedicated

Smith demonstrates a drill Wednesday st Concord™s Gommunity Youth Cander.

ti nine sctivities: pymnsstics,
rhythmic gymnastics, judao,
wirestling, boxing, tae owan do,
dance, cheerteading and sports
specific conditioning,

A wall around the complex
waoiild limd® entry to a single gate
wiheere parenis would pick up and
drop children.

T reduce traffic, bus service
would be explored a3 a way of
transporting youths from schaals
i the ceniber, sid Dan Weiheell,
the project anchitect.

Youth cenier operators re-
contly filed a i appli-
cation with Concord. Thoy sakd
they hope to glart and finish the
expansion in H006.

Hofmann, 52, founder of the
Concord development company
bearng his name, said be's de-
Lermined o expand the conter

"It's going o happen, It's

ahourt the kids,” sakd Hof-
mann, iparis as a
wumhuﬂdmﬁmdam

youth away [rom drugs, crime
amd violence,

The Holmann Foundation, a
charity the fonmed, will
play a major rale in funding the
axpansion, but public and cor-
porate donstions also will be
sought, oilicials said.

Fobby Smith, 18, of San Ra-
modn, & one of many o benefil
from the center

The Zl4-pound athlete won
nativiil junior championshipa
earlier this vear in both freestyle
and Cireco-Romin wrestling.

*1 would never had done this
woithiowsl my ooachics, the practios
facilites and the other wresters at
the yosh centes,” Smsth said, “The
coaches are very high quality”™

Emith started coming to the
CEnver at age 9.

Youlh center athletes took 12
meseliels for first, secnnd or third in
natbnal championships in four
spirts this year, the cenler reporiod.

| Winning is not the only thing
2] the center,
Youths from 4 0o 18 are wel-

caapd into 5psts programs e

Constanza s, Ceniter futors help
members wilh acsdenie wark.
The center f=n't the oaly non-
profit organization [alking of a
majer Concord project for
youtha. The Salvation Army i i
the running for & grant thit could
he worth more than 325 millkon
from the Kroc Poundstion o
build a community center on
Clayton Boad (o provide music
and art cducation programs

A along with an bee mink,

Salvation Army and Comaon-
nity Youth Center
they are eoordinating o avoid
duplicarion.

" Ll:ﬂl. ta forus on different
areag,” said Whayne McHargue, a
Salvation Army planning con-
suftant.

Youth coenter and Salvation
Army clficlals say they plan to
ask Concord and the Mt Diablo
Unified School Disirict 1o con-
sider paying for bus service to
carry students from schools to
tha two centers, as well a8 from
center 40 cinter

The two centers also arc dis-
ciEsing a joint fund-raising cam-
paign for the two projects.

Twi years agse, Concord
shelved plins for a long-sought
communily center because of
budgel constraints, poled Vice
Mayor Susan Bonilla.

“This & great exampla of the
private and nenprofit sectors do-
mg what we don't have the monay
fo doy” Bondlils said, "0 great tm-
ing 10 fll somee of sur gaps.”
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