GYM GIVES ALL KIDS
A CHANCE TO DREAM
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Top coaches, As angel keep
Olympic sports affordable

By Denis Cuff

FIMGIS STANF WEIVER

COMNCORD

5 AMERICA chears

its haroes in Athens

thiz mvonth, a lEtle-

lerm CERET

offers a golden op-

parfumity to youngsters aapiring
to mapy Olympdc sparte

For a $20 monthly fee, the

Community Youth Cenler gives

Eng Bay youngsiors l:wmmu'lm_
SpacHEE Eymnasiums .
ais ralnlng in boocing,
Evmnastics, juda, tae kwan do,
wrestling, plus some none
Qlyverpic netivitios such as cheer-
leading and dance,

The coaching stail boasts (op
amatoar performers in boxing,
gymansthes and juda,

Some of the cenler's mare
than 500 young athletes have fin-
fulied high fn slate and natkonal

itinmns.
one el cul here far not
heing a winner, ih . Wiy da
avim haeit t0 bis il spoatd 1o
bt weltorresd of this unusus] con-
ter, dexlicated o offering equal
oppanunity In spons regardless
of @ perwon’s income, experiences
or social background,

*It's & ks’ gym. [t's vory chal-
lengingl.” sadd Saron Benneit, 7,
of Concord, after finishing a vig-
orous judo sparring seasion, 1
woidld go te the Obymipics some
dag For now it's o Jol of fiin bere,”

The nonprofit sports conter is
tnrgely the product af Hen Haol-
enzanin, 3 Conira Costa devoloper
who is a part-owner of the Oak-
land A's hazaball feam

He provided much of the
fumding for the center,

Hodmann, a boxer in calleme,
has descrikod the conter 85 an
arrtsdabe b o cnme, dnag use
and gang sctivity,

I do not know of another
youth sporis center Hike this”
says Denmis Constanza, exocu-
tive director of the complex of
prmnmsamms andd sporis rmoms in
ran big converted warchouses.

“We give kids quality cosch-
ing, first-rute facilites and an op
portuniy thet many al them
codda't atherwise alfoed,”

The canler wivives the 320
ity For if Enemi Dies canned oy

Steep fees lor coaching and
clish membership discourage
many Amaran youngsers froen
ermering indAdual spons, skew-
g the fckd of yoLng nfluletes fa-
ward the affluent,

gymnasiic coach, s painfully
aware of this

Ir a peevinus job si g dub thal
charged 5400 par month per
gymaast, Smaljan lost promising
students who dropped out for
lack off money

"I was horribly lrustrating,”
Smoljan said during a pradice
with 13 pivls who leaped, harned,
ard twirted wihile swinging ropes,
hoops and rbbons,

*This is a demanding sport
that can talme years of clote worlk
together by an athlets and
coach,” she said.

Iromically, Smoljan started
gymnagtics in & country where
the grvemment sponsared wouth
SpiT CEnlers.

A Romanian natlonal ch:;
picn as & young leen, she trub
awny (rom home oo seopived bo
compete in the 1988 Qlympies

ler father ended the dream,
ardertng her home because he
fearsd hér academic sducarbon
would suflern :

Smoljan regrets the denied
opparunity, bul now uses the re-

ko stike her possion for haelp-
tng studems learn and enjoy
CE

1 cowibd earm o else-

where, bat [ don lknow of anather

place that gives coaches suppor
and fseilities lihe this," cha E:ir?nid.

The center, open 1o young-
sters & through 18, omploys some
Hi poople, incleding cosches. 1t
has an annual eperating budget
af meardy &1 million.

Operatons recently rensmaod
the center the Commuanigy Yeuth
Cemter, removing Concard fruem
tho nama to redlect the growing
number of members fram aui-
sido the l;i‘l.':ﬁ'.

Several sblebes regularty e
[ram olher sy Aren counlies, one
froem as fnar away as Los Alios

“This cerdter is a paoldon -

portunicy, | can't believe more
pesnibi o't oo abiout 1" sadd
Dana Riges, a Concond mom
with n gon of the cenler

The conter opened in 1995
with i 51 million gift from the
Flofmuomn Foundaiimm,

Center operators say thay
B boept @ bow poodlle o they
added mope sparcts, insireciors
arud s aecidemiee cender apen for
turorirg ve Bours o Qi

The canger has added sport-
ipecilic condliioning in soccer,
fanthall and other spors

Epl'lrller Eddie Harl, an 1972
Clympde chammpion In the 4 x

“This center is a
golden opportunity.
I can't believe more
people don't know

about it."

~— Dl Miggs, Concord moem with
n.5an ol e Corermirily Youlh Conlar
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KATYA DEMINA, botiom, 8, of Maraga, and othars wark with
clubs, a ryihmic gymnastics apparaius, af the Communily Youlh
Contoe. Coach Ellinar Emaoljon was a Aomanian nalional charmpion,

0= meter relays, guest-coaches
at the centor 65 o spoad Lrainer.

The new judo progeam, like
the cenber, had wit. Enroll-
menl imcreased from twa to 30
“udents in tan years.

Hirward Mum. the isstructor,
sadil sloniing ’IMIIP ltﬁd“uﬂiﬂﬂd
= progrnam thad 1
|ﬂ.lu as well a3 & judo p:l'::
lomogiby B0 respeat olher people.

“ludo takes of train
It has been mwtln:h n:‘ﬁ
this countriy” sakd MNam, whose
stunlents lsave placed n reghonsl,
slate and national competition,

He seies individual sports fac-
ing stiff competition In America
from felevision, computers and
sedentary lifestyles.

“laylae somevnse frodm the cen-
ter will compate in the Oympics
sorme iy, but that"s not our goal
Nam smud. "W want young poo-
i b get in shape, hove fun, and
learn bestsona for life,”

Reach Denis Cuff ob 825043,
8267 or doufifiSociimes cum

“I could earn more
maoney elsewhere,
but I don't know of
another place that
gives coaches
support and
facilities like this.”
— Efindy Sevirljan,
l"l:.‘ﬂillll': WI'TIF-H“-'.- conth
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